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In the Matter of the Accusation Against : 
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19 Complainant alleges : 

Respondent. 

Case "No. VN-2007 -137 

ACCUSATION 

20 PARTIES 

21 1. Teresa Bello-Jones, J.D., M.S ,N., R.N. (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in 

22 her official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric 

23 Technicians, Department of Consumer Affairs. 

24 2. On or about October 6, 2005, the Board of Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric 

25 Techt1icians (Board) issued Vocational Nurse License Number VN 217239 to Dawnyelle Heather 

26 Karch (Respondent) which expired on Noven1ber 30, 2006. On or about February 18, 2010, the 

27 Board ren wed the Vocational Nurse License \tvhich expired on November 30, 2010. Effective 
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October 11, 2010, the Board renewed the Vocational Nurse License which will expire on 

2 November 30, 2012, unless renewed. 

JURISDICTION 

4 3. This Accusation is brought before the Board under the authority of the following 

5 laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code unless othelwise indicated. 

6 4. Section ll 8Cb) of the Code provides that the suspension, expiration, surrender, or 

7 cancellati n of a license shall not deprive the Board of jw"isdiction to proceed with a disciplinary 

8 action during the period within which the license may be renewed, restored, reissued or 

9 reinstated. 

10 5. Section 2875 of the Business and Professions Code (Code) provides, in pertinent pa11, 

11 tha the Bard of Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric Technicians (Board) may discipline the 

12 hoI e of a vocational nurse license tor any reason provided in Article 3 (commencing with 

13 section 2875) of the Vocational Nursing Practice Act. 

14 6. Section 2892.1 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may renew an 

15 expired license at any tilne within four years after the expiration. 

16 STATUTORYANDREGULATORYPROV~ONS 
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7. Section 2859 of the Code states: 

The practice of vocational nursing within the meaning of this chapter is the 
per ormance of services requiring those technical, manual skills acquired by means of 
a course in an accredited school of vocational nursing, or its equivalent, practiced 
under the direction of a licensed physician, or registered professional nurse, as 
defined in Section 2725 of the Business and Professions Code. 

8. Section 2860.5 of the Code states: 

A licensed vocational nurse when directed by a physician and surgeon 
Inay do all of the following : 

Ca) Administer medications by hypodem1ic injection. 

(b) Withdraw blood from a patient, if prior thereto such nurse has been 
instructed by a physician and surgeon and has demonstrated competence to such 
physician and surgeon in the proper procedure to be employed when withdrawing 
blood, or has satisfactorily completed a prescribed course of instruction approved by 
t e board) or has demonstrated competence to the satisfaction of the board . 
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(c) Start and superimpose intravenous fluids if all of the following 
additional conditions exist: 

2 (l) The nurse has satisfactorily completed a prescribed course of 
instru tion approved by the board or has delnonstrated cOlnpetence to the satisfaction 

3 of t1 board. 

4 (2) The procedure is perfornled in an organized health care system in 
acco dance with the written standardized procedures adopted by the organized health 

5 care system as formulated by a cOlnmittee which includes representatives of the 
n1edical, nursing, and adn1inistrative staffs . 'Organized health care system," as used 

6 in t . is section, includes facilities licensed pursuant to Section 1250 of the Health and 
Safe y Code, clinics, home health agencies, physician s offices, and public or 

7 comn unity health services. Standardized procedures so adopted will be reproduced 
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in v\lriting and made available to total medical and nursing staffs. 

9 . Section 2878 of the Code states : 

The Board n1ay suspend or revoke a license issued under this chapter [the 
Vo ational Nursing Practice Act (Bus. & Prof. Code, 2840, et seq.)] for any of the 
fo lowing: . . . 

(a) Unprofessional conduct. .. . 

(d) Violating or attempting to violate, directly or in irectly, or assisting in 
or betting the violating of, or conspiring to violate any provision or term of this 
chapter. 

(h) Impersonating another practitioner, 111isrepresenting professional 
credentials or licensure status, or pern1itting another person to use his or her 
certificate or license. 

U) The commission of any act involving dishonesty) when that action is 
re lat d to the duties and functions of the licensee. 

24 10. Section 2885 of the Code states: 

25 It is unlawful for any person or persons not licensed as provided in this 
chap er a impersonate in any manner or pretend to be a licensed vocational nurse, or 

26 to use the title "Licensed Vocational Nurse," the letters "L.V.N. , 'or any other name 
word or symbol in connection with or following his nalne as to lead another or othe s 

27 0 bel' eve that he is a licensed vocational nurse. 
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COST RECOVERY 

2 11. Section 125.3 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may request 

3 the admi . 'strat:ve law judge to direct a licentiate fotmd to have con1mitted a violation or 

4 violations of the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation 

5 aJ deforcement of the case. 

6 IRST CAUSE FOR DISC PLINE 

7 ( professional Conduct-Practicing as a L VN Without a License) 

8 12. Respondent is subject to disciplinary act' on under section 2878(h) of t le Code in that 

9 Respondent misrepresented her professional credentials or licensure status . The circumstances 

10 ar as follows . Respondent was employed as a licensed vocational nurse and perfonned the 

11 functions of a licensed vocational nurse at the rehabilitation radIi y, New Orange Hills Orange, 

12 California effective February 1, 2006. On November 30, 2006, Respondent's vocational nurse 

13 license expired but she continued to be en1ployed as a licensed vocational nurse and perform the 

14 functions of a licensed vocational nurse at that facility until she was discovered in or about July 

15 2007 alteril g her pocket license to 111ake it appear as if her Vocational Nurse License was active 

16 n expired on November 30, 2008. On or about July 19,2007, New Orange Hills terminated 

17 Respondcnt. 

18 SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

19 (Practicing Without a Vocational N rse License) 

20 13 . Respondcnt is subject to disciplinary action under section 2878(d) for violation of 

21 28 '"9 and 2860.5 of the Code for practicing without a vocational nurse license and perfonning the 

22 d ties of a vocational n lrse while her license was expired as is more fully set forth in paragraph 

23 12 above. 

24 THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

25 (In perso ating Licensed Vocational Nurse) 

26 14. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2878(d) for violations of 

27 2885 of the Code in that Respondent impersonated and/or pretended to be a licensed vocational 

28 nurs as is more fully set f01ih in paragraph 12 above. 
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FOURTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPL N ..J 

2 (Unpro essional Conduct-Commission of Acts Invo v· g Dishonesty) 

3 15 . Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2878U) of the Code in that 

4 Re 'pondent comnlitted mUltiple acts of dishonesty as is more fully set for in paragraph 12 above. 

5 PRAYER 

6 \VHEREFORE, Co lplainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

7 and that ~ lowing the hearing, the Board of Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric echnicians 

8 issue a decision: 

9 1. Revoking or suspending Vocational Nurse License Number VN 217239 issued to 

10 Da nyelle Heather Karch; 

11 2. Ordering Dawnyellc Heather Karch to pay the Board of Vocational Nursing and 

12 Psychiatric Technicians the reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcen1ent of this case, 

13 p rsuant to Business and Professions Code section 125 .3; 
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Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

DATED: July 25, 2011 
A BELLO-JONE. , J.D., M.S.N., R.N. 

Executive Officer 
Board of Vocational Nursing and Psychiatric Technicians 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Camp/ainanl 
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